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however, before Ebbinghaus introduced his memory
experiment, the germ of a vast amount of subsequent
work. Somewhat later, American psychologists found
practice and habit formation to be fruitful fields for
experimental study; and, all in all, the learning process
has distinctly come within the scope of experimental
psychology. Mental imagery and the association of
ideas have also been found amenable to experiment; also
feeling and emotion; and even thinking and willing,
though elusive, have been grappled with by experi-
mentalists, not without some measure of success. In
short, the experimental psychologists of the present day
are not disposed to lay down their arms before any
enemy; and experimental psychology, from being a
specialized branch of the science, has won recognition
as a method of study available throughout the whole.
Not, indeed, the only good method of obtaining psy-
chological facts, it is probably the most useful of all
available methods. What modem standards require
is not necessarily the use of experiment, but the use of
some definite and trustworthy means of observing facts,
and the checking up of any hypothesis by definite
observations. J

If the foregoing sketch of the origin and development
of the modern movement in psychology were left as it
stands, unsupplemented, it would perhaps represent
the generally received view of the movement, but it
would be quite misleading in important respects. It
would err by the omission of certain important contribu-
tions. The new psychology did not arise wholly from
the union of mental philosophy with physiology, but its
origin was considerably more complex.